PARISH OF CARDIFF; ST GERMAN WITH ST SAVIOUR

St German’s Church
8 December 2019 - Advent II
‘You must repent’, says John the Baptist. Note the
imperative - it is not an option, a gentle plea to
maybe consider looking back at one’s life, actions
and relationships and look for where it might be
a tad broken. John the Baptist challenged in his
words and actions. His voice in the wilderness
carries loud and clear - no competing voice can
be heard - we must repent. We must do it if we
are to receive the Kingdom of Heaven which is
almost upon us - ushered in by the Christ child.

Parish Notes:
Advent Benediction - There will be a service of Adoration and Benediction tonight
in St Saviour’s with some gentle music to reflect our waiting with hope for Christ.
Book Group - resumes this week. We meet after mass on Monday 9th to look at
Henri Nouwen’s ‘Return of the Prodigal Son’. We look at part 4 ‘The Father’
Advent Healing Service - This coming Wednesday 11 December we will have a
healing service in St German’s for Advent at 6pm. Praying for healing and release
from all physical, social, mental or spiritual ailments and suffering has always been a
focus for church communities. Please join us on Wednesday to pray for yourself or
for someone close to you.
Nightshelter - Begins this season in St German’s on Saturday 21 December. We are
still short of people for the Nightshift teams. If you were willing even to do part of a
night we would be very grateful. Rotas will be sent out this week via email. Please
keep our guests in your prayers this Winter and also those who give their time to
help them.
Advent & Christmas - service details on our website & at the back of the Church.
Weekday services - No mass on Wednesday due to School Nativity at 9:30am.
Foodbank - Current urgent items: Tinned Fruit, Long life fruit juice, UHT milk, Rice
Pudding, Sponge Puddings. Tinned potatoes. For an up to date overview of the
plight of hungry people in the UK please visit www.stateofhunger.org which is
research and policy conclusions conducted by the Trussell Trust.
Concerts at St German’s - There is a list of these events at the back of the church
as well as a sign up page for those who are willing to help set up and tidy away.
Recently Departed: Violet May Bladen RIP.

READINGS THIS WEEK

READINGS NEXT WEEK

PSALM RESPONSE

Isa 11:1-10
Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17
Rom 15:4-9
Matt 3:1-12

Isa 35:1-6a, 10
Ps 146:6c-7, 8-9a, 9b-10
Jas 5:7-10
Matt 11:2-11

In his days justice shall
flourish, and peace till
the moon fails. (vv.4)
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This week:
Sun 8: Advent II

9:30 Sung Mass (St S)
11am Sung Mass (St G)
6pm Benediction (St S)

Mon 9:
6pm Mass
(StG)
Immaculate Conception

Tues 10:

10am Mass

(St S)

Wed 11:

9.30am School Nativity
Service (no mass) (St G)
6pm Healing Service for
Advent
(St G)

Thur 12:

5:45pm Mass
1pm Funeral

Fri 13:

6pm Mass
St Lucy

(St S)
(St S)
(St S)

Sat 14:

11am Mass

Sun 15: Advent III
‘Gaudete’
St Saviour’s:
9:30 Sung Mass;
St German’s:
11:00 am Sung Mass

Parish Priest:

Fr Phelim O’Hare,
02922 411229,

phelimohare@gmail.com

(Day off - Friday)

Churchwardens:
Peter Lovitt
02920 763754
Richard Hill
07519 352840

www.saintgermanwith
saintsaviour.org

WWW.SAINTGERMANWITHSAINTSAVIOUR.ORG

8 DECEMBER 2019

Today’s hymns: 527 On Jordan’s bank; 221 God is working his purpose out; 480
come, O come Emmanuel; 128 Hail to the Lord’s anointed. Mass Setting: Rizza.

COLLECT
Father in heaven, who sent your
Son to redeem the world and will
send him again to be our judge:
give us grace so to imitate him in
the humility and purity of his
first coming that, when he comes
again, we may be ready to greet
him with joyful love and firm
faith; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who is alive and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

FIRST READING
A reading from the prophet Isaiah.
A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, a
scion thrusts from his roots:
on him the spirit of the Lord rests,
a spirit of wisdom and insight,
a spirit of counsel and power,
a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of
the Lord.
(The fear of the Lord is his breath.)
He does not judge by appearances, he
gives no verdict on hearsay, but judges
the wretched with integrity,
and with equity gives a verdict for the
poor of the land.
His word is a rod that strikes the
ruthless, his sentences bring death to the
wicked. Integrity is the loincloth round
his waist, faithfulness the belt about his
hips. The wolf lives with the lamb, the
panther lies down with the kid, calf and
lion feed together,
with a little boy to lead them. The cow
and the bear make friends,
their young lie down together. The lion
eats straw like the ox. The infant plays
over the cobra’s hole;
into the viper’s lair the young child puts
his hand. They do no hurt, no harm, on
all my holy mountain,
for the country is filled with the
knowledge of the Lord
as the waters swell the sea. That day,
the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal
to the peoples. It will be sought out by

the nations and its home will be
glorious.
This is the word of the Lord.

Isaiah 11

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
In his days justice shall flourish,
and peace till the moon fails.
O God, give your judgement to the king,
to a king’s son your justice,
that he may judge your people in
justice
and your poor in right judgement. R/
In his days justice shall flourish
and peace till the moon fails.
He shall rule from sea to sea,
from the Great River to earth’s bounds.
R/
For he shall save the poor when they cry
and the needy who are helpless.
He will have pity on the weak
and save the lives of the poor. R/
May his name be blessed for ever
and endure like the sun.
Every tribe shall be blessed in him,
all nations bless his name. R/
Psalm 72

SECOND READING
A reading from Paul’s letter to the
Romans.
Everything that was written long ago in
the scriptures was meant to teach us
something about hope from the
examples scripture gives of how people
who did not give up were helped by
God. And may he who helps us when we
refuse to give up, help you all to be
tolerant with each other, following the
example of Christ Jesus, so that united
in mind and voice you may give glory to
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
It can only be to God’s glory, then, for
you to treat each other in the same
friendly way as Christ treated you. The
reason Christ became the servant of
circumcised Jews was not only so that
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God could faithfully carry out the
promises made to the patriarchs, it was
also to get the pagans to give glory to
God for his mercy, as scripture says in
one place: For this I shall praise you
among the pagans and sing to your name.
This is the word of the Lord.

Romans 15

GOSPEL
A reading from the Holy Gospel
according to St Matthew.
In those days John the Baptist appeared
in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming,
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has
come near.’ This is the one of whom the
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, ‘The
voice of one crying out in the
wilderness: “Prepare the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight.” ’ Now
John wore clothing of camel’s hair with
a leather belt around his waist, and his
food was locusts and wild honey. Then
the people of Jerusalem and all Judea
were going out to him, and all the
region along the Jordan, and they were
baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins.
But when he saw many Pharisees and
Sadducees coming for baptism, he said
to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the wrath to
come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance.
Do not presume to say to yourselves,
“We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for
I tell you, God is able from these stones
to raise up children to Abraham. Even
now the axe is lying at the root of the
trees; every tree therefore that does not
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown
into the fire.
‘I baptize you with water for repentance,
but one who is more powerful than I is
coming after me; I am not worthy to
carry his sandals. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His
winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he
will clear his threshing-floor and will
gather his wheat into the granary; but
the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.’
This is the gospel of the Lord.

Matt 3

