PARISH OF CARDIFF; ST GERMAN WITH ST SAVIOUR

St German’s Church
29 December 2019 - Christmas I ‘The Holy Family’
From the very time of His birth, Jesus relives the painful
experience of His people in exile, humbled again and
again. Today’s Gospel shows us this by telling us of the
flight into Egypt and the murderous intent of Herod.
The drama of these events unfolds before us in the
following details: The angel who appears in a dream to
Joseph after the Magi leave, and the flight into Egypt;
The death of Herod and the “clandestine” return of the
Holy Family, not to Bethlehem but to Galilee. With these
events as background to the flight of the Holy Family
into Egypt, Matthew shows us Jesus, from His very
childhood, as partaking of the fate of His people. Egypt,
for Jesus, becomes a place of refuge, as it was for the
patriarchs. The child, Emmanuel (God is with us) has
already begun sharing the suffering and hardship of
humanity he came to save and bring home.

This week:
Sun 29: Christmas
I - The Holy Family

St Saviour’s:
9:30 Sung Mass;
St German’s:
8am Nightshelter Mass
11:00 am Sung Mass
4pm Christingle (St G)

Mon 30:
6pm Mass

(StG)

Tues 31:
10am Mass
Wed 1:

(St S)

10am Mass

(St G)

Mary, Mother of God
Thur 2:

5:45pm Mass
(St S)
Sts Basil and Gregory

Parish Notes:
Nightshelter - Has now begun and we thank all those who helped last night and
this morning. Rota for January 2020 has now been sent out. If you would like to
help in any way please contact Fr Phelim. Please pray for our guests and helpers.
Faith QI - next begins in St Saviour’s at 7pm on Wednesday 8 Jan at 7pm. This is a
faith discussion group in which we look at questions surrounding different topics of
faith and spirituality. It is ideal for those new to faith and Christianity or those who
would like to reflect and learn more about faith. Next topic: Ecumenism & Unity.
Foodbank - Current urgent items: Tinned Fruit, Long life fruit juice, UHT milk, Rice
Pudding, Sponge Puddings. Tinned potatoes. (Most food banks reopen from 6 Jan)
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2020 - this year’s theme was prepared by
Christians Together in Malta and Gozo and focuses on the hospitality of God
‘Unusual Kindness’. This year we hope to have a nightshelter based joint service.
The week of prayer is from 18-25 January 2020.
I Ffordd Tangnefedd - (Into the Way of Peace from Luke 1:79) - A new
contemplative service to begin in St German’s in the new year on Sunday evenings.
Services will begin with coffee at 6pm followed by a time of reflective prayer and
then, hopefully, involve a visit to a local pub. Focus is on building up an inclusive
and hospitable faith community.
Recently Departed: Christine Turner, Ted Griffiths, Joan Irene Grady RIP.

READINGS THIS WEEK

READINGS NEXT WEEK

Sir 3:3-7, 14-17a
Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5
Col 3:12-17
Matt 2:13-15, 19-23

Isa 60:1-6
Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11,
12-13
Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6
Matt 2:1-12

PSALM RESPONSE
O blessed are those
who fear the Lord and
walk in his ways. (vv.3)
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Fri 3:

No Mass
Most Holy Name of Jesus
Sat 4: No Mass

Sun 5: Epiphany
St Saviour’s:
9:30 Sung Mass;
St German’s:
11:00 am Sung Mass

Parish Priest:

Fr Phelim O’Hare,
02922 411229,
phelimohare@gmail.com

Churchwardens:
Peter Lovitt
02920 763754
Richard Hill
07519 352840

WWW.SAINTGERMANWITHSAINTSAVIOUR.ORG

29 DECEMBER 2019

Today’s hymns: 36 Angels from the realms of glory; 700 Unto us a boy is born; 729 What
child is this; 755 Ye holy angels bright Mass Setting: Rizza.

COLLECT

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Almighty God, who
wonderfully created us in your
own image and yet more
wonderfully restored us
through your Son Jesus Christ:
grant that, as he came to
share in our humanity, so we
may share the life of his
divinity; who is alive and
reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

O blessed are those who fear the
Lord and walk in his ways!
O blessed are those who fear the
Lord
and walk in his ways!
By the labour of your hands you
shall eat.
You will be happy and prosper. R/
Your wife will be like a fruitful vine
in the heart of your house;
your children like shoots of the
olive,
around your table. R/
Indeed thus shall be blessed
the man who fears the Lord.
May the Lord bless you from Zion
all the days of your life! R/

FIRST READING

Psalm 128

A reading from the book of
Ecclesiasticus.

The Lord honours the father in his
children, and upholds the rights of a
mother over her sons. Whoever
respects his father is atoning for his
sins, he who honours his mother is
like someone amassing a fortune.
Whoever respects his father will be
happy with children of his own, he
shall be heard on the day when he
prays. Long life comes to him who
honours his father, he who sets his
mother at ease is showing obedience
to the Lord. My son, support your
father in his old age, do not grieve
him during his life. Even if his mind
should fail, show him sympathy, do
not despise him in your health and
strength; for kindness to a father
shall not be forgotten but will serve
as reparation for your sins.
This is the word of the Lord.

Eccles 3

SECOND READING
A reading from Paul’s letter to the
Colossians.

You are God’s chosen race, his
saints; he loves you, and you should
be clothed in sincere compassion, in
kindness and humility, gentleness
and patience. Bear with one
another; forgive each other as soon
as a quarrel begins. The Lord has
forgiven you; now you must do the
same. Over all these clothes, to keep
them together and complete them,
put on love. And may the peace of
Christ reign in your hearts, because
it is for this that you were called
together as parts of one body.
Always be thankful.
Let the message of Christ, in all its
richness, find a home with you.
Teach each other, and advise each
other, in all wisdom. With gratitude
in your hearts sing psalms and
hymns and inspired songs to God;
and never say or do anything except
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through
him.
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Wives, give way to your
husbands, as you should in the Lord.
Husbands, love your wives and treat
them with gentleness. Children, be
obedient to your parents always,
because that is what will please the
Lord. Parents, never drive your
children to resentment or you will
make them feel frustrated.
This is the word of the Lord.

Col 3

GOSPEL
A reading from the Holy Gospel
according to St Matthew.

Now after they had left, an angel of
the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream and said, ‘Get up, take the
child and his mother, and flee to
Egypt, and remain there until I tell
you; for Herod is about to search for
the child, to destroy him.’ Then
Joseph got up, took the child and his
mother by night, and went to Egypt,
and remained there until the death
of Herod. This was to fulfil what had
been spoken by the Lord through the
prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I have called
my son.’
When Herod died, an angel of the
Lord suddenly appeared in a dream
to Joseph in Egypt and said, ‘Get up,
take the child and his mother, and
go to the land of Israel, for those
who were seeking the child’s life are
dead.’ Then Joseph got up, took the
child and his mother, and went to
the land of Israel. But when he
heard that Archelaus was ruling over
Judea in place of his father Herod,
he was afraid to go there. And after
being warned in a dream, he went
away to the district of Galilee. There
he made his home in a town called
Nazareth, so that what had been
spoken through the prophets might
be fulfilled, ‘He will be called a
Nazarene.’
This is the gospel of the Lord.

Matt 2

